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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CONWAY CITY HALL 
229 MAIN STREET 

MONDAY, AUGUST 16, 2021 - 4:00 PM 
     

  
PRESENT:  Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy; Jean Timbes, Mayor Pro Tem  
Council Members:  William Goldfinch, Justin Jordan, Alex Hyman, Larry White 
ABSENT:  Shane Hubbard (quarantined)  
 
STAFF: Adam Emrick, City Administrator; Mary Catherine Hyman, Deputy Administrator; 
John Rogers, Deputy Administrator/ Grants & Special Projects Director; Jeff Leveille, 
Technology Services Director; Le Hendrick, Fire Chief; Dale Long, Police Chief; Allison 
Hardin, Planning & Development Director; Jessica Hucks, Planner; Wanda Lilly, Arborist; 
Allison Williams, Finance Director; Timmy Williams, Grounds & Maintenance Director; Ashley 
Smith, Director of Parks & Recreation; June Wood, Public Information Officer; and Alicia 
Shelley, City Clerk    
 
OTHERS:  Charlie Barrineau, MASC; Hillary Howard, Katie Brookshire, Heather Whitley, Tripp 
Nealy, Rev. Jerry Faulk, Rev. Shane Merrill, Beth Helms, Julie Hardwick, Kathy Ropp, 
approximately 20 others 
 
CALL TO ORDER:    Mayor Blain-Bellamy called the meeting to order.  Goldfinch gave the 
invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
The requirements for posting notice of this meeting under South Carolina’s Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) were met. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion:  White made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to approve 
the August 16, 2021 meeting agenda.  Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Final reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-08-16 (B) An Ordinance to annex 
approximately 0.8 of an acre of property located at 3317 Cates Bay Highway (PIN 
369-12-01-0009) and request to rezone from Horry County Residential (SF20) to City 
of Conway Low/Medium Density Residential District (R-1).   

 
B. Final reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-08-16 (D) An Ordinance to annex 

approximately 0.98 of an acre of property located on Sellers Road (PIN 339-06-03-
0027) and request to rezone from Horry County Residential (SF40) to City of Conway 
Low/Medium Density Residential District (R-1).   
 

C. Special Event – Rivertown Reindeer Run – December 4, 2021 
 

D. Special Event – Under the Lights 5K – December 1, 2021 
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E. Approval of Purchase of Vehicle Extrication Tool for Fire Department (budgeted) 

 
F. Approval of August 2, 2021 Minutes 

 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  Motion:  Hyman made a motion, seconded by Timbes, 
to approve the August 16, 2021 consent agenda.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 
     
PUBLIC INPUT:  
 
Rev. Jerry Faulk spoke to Council regarding Whittemore Elementary School.  He shared many 
memories that were had by all who attended.  He asked to be informed of what funding comes in 
and where it goes.   
 
There was no further public input.  Motion:  Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Timbes, to 
close public input.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Blain-Bellamy stated that a public meeting regarding Whittemore Elementary will be held in the 
future and the community will be given notice of the time and place. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 
  

A. Presentation of Municipal Association of South Carolina 2021 Achievement Award 
 
Charlie Barrineau of the Municipal Association of South Carolina congratulated and 
presented the City of Conway with the 2021 Municipal Achievement Award for the Public 
Service Category in recognition of its superior performance and innovative program 
leading to an improved quality of life for its residents.  A video of the city’s playground 
projects was shown to all in attendance.  

 
B. Discussion on a request to annex approximately 6.95 acres of property located 

between Dunn Short Cut Road and El Bethel Road (PIN 337-07-02-0002) and request 
to rezone from Horry County Commercial Forest Agriculture (CFA) to City of 
Conway Neighborhood Commercial (NC).  Hardin informed Council that this parcel was 
located between Dunn Shortcut and El Bethel Road and is part of the Village Corridor 
Overlay via El Bethel Road.  It is not in a flood zone but it does carry stormwater between 
Dunn Shortcut and El Bethel via an open channel on site.  Water and sewer access is 
available along Dunn Shortcut and water is also available off of El Bethel.  Planning 
Commission did recommend approval to City Council.  The public hearing and first 
reading will be September 7.   
 
White asked that with the location of the flood zone, will it ever reach this parcel.  Hardin 
stated that the future flood maps do not show it on the parcel and none of the past storms 
have impacted this property.   
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White then asked about access as these are heavily traveled roads.  Hardin said that the 
access will be negotiated with SCDOT.   
 

C. Discussion on a request to rezone approximately 0.32 acres of property located at 
1909 Sessions Street (PIN 338-06-02-0037) from City of Conway Low Density 
Residential (R1) to City of Conway Highway Commercial (HC).  Hardin informed 
Council that this parcel is one lot away from Main Street and that the applicant wishes to 
purchase the vacant lot at the corner.  This parcel is not in a flood zone and there is an 
existing building on the parcel adjacent, however the business license has lapsed for 180 
days, so it must come up to standards to use the warehouse for a commercial business like 
it has been in the past.  The adjacent parcel is already zoned Highway Commercial.  
Planning Commission recommended approval.   
 
Hyman asked if there was any public input at Planning Commission.  Hardin said no, the 
public hearing would be September 7. 
 
Hyman said that there are more businesses in this area than homes.   
 
Goldfinch asked when the warehouse was put there.  Hardin said a long time ago. 
 
Timbes also added that nothing but a commercial use should be located here.   

 
D. Discussion on a request to rezone approximately 65.24 acres of property located at 

along El Bethel Road (PIN 337-00-00-0006) from City of Conway Low Density 
Residential (R1) to City of Conway Institutional (IN).  Hardin informed Council that a 
portion of this tract was rezoned from R1 to HC earlier this year.  Since that time, the 
property owner has been approached by a buyer who is interested in constructing a use that 
better fits the Institutional zoning district.  A portion of this property is in the flood plain 
and has a canal that is shared in the rear; however, the majority of this parcel is 
approximately 3-5’ above the base flood elevations in the creek and wetlands.  The 
applicant will work with staff and that the buildings should be located outside of the special 
flood hazard area as the area closer to El Bethel is better for building.  Planning 
Commission did recommend approval.  Emrick said Oakey Swamp is located on the back 
of this property.   

  
E. Discussion on a request to rezone approximately 27.27 acres of property located at 

2670 Church Street (PIN 337-03-03-0008) from City of Conway Planned Development 
District (PD) to High Density Residential (R3).  Hardin informed Council that this parcel 
was rezoned in 2008 to Planned Development which calls for a retail commercial center 
with outparcels.  Since that time the land has remained available for development under 
the PD.  The applicant now has a potential buyer who wants to install townhomes on the 
site, which would require an R3 district.  At the Planning Commission meeting the agent 
amended the request to retain the Highway Commercial zoning district along Highway 501 
as was shown on the maps in red.  The proposed access point would be maintained and was 
outlined in blue.  Planning Commission recommended approval.  Hardin received one call 
from a lady that lives on Ivy Lea Drive who said to leave the property alone as she is 
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worried about congestion, and said there is already too much traffic with Rivertown being 
built.    
 
Goldfinch asked how many homes can be built.  Hardin said anywhere between 12-20 per 
acre.   
 
Timbes asked about access to the property.  Hardin said that the only abutting access is on 
Highway 501. 
 
Emrick stated that the drive lines up with El Cerro and that there has been some discussion 
in the past with SCDOT to get a light at that location.  A traffic study could be required by 
TRC.   
 
White asked if Tiger Grand could access.  Hardin said not at this time.   
 
Hyman asked about stormwater.  Hardin said that they would have to maintain and there 
is already a retention pond.   
 
Emrick added that they will also have to submit stormwater plans.   

 
PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING: 
 
Public Hearing and First reading of Ordinance #2021-9-07 (A) Amending the City’s budget 
for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  Williams stated that the purpose of this ordinance is to amend the 
City’s FY2021-2022 General Fund budget to reflect the allocations related to the receipt of the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 funds.  The specific revisions implemented were in the packet 
and she stated she would be glad to answer any questions.   
 
There was no further public input.  Motion:  Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by White, to 
close public input.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
White asked about the money for Smith Jones.  Emrick stated that the pool has been budgeted with 
CDBG funds. 
 
Motion: Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to approve first reading. Vote: 
Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL READING: 
 
Final reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-08-16 (C) to amend Article 2 – Definitions, Article 6 – 
Design Standards, Article 10 – Subdivision and Land Development, Article 11 – Signage, and 
Article 12 – Nonconformities, of the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO), relating to 
signage requirements.  Hucks informed Council that this amendment received first reading at the 
August 2nd meeting and gave an overview of the proposed amendments.  Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the proposed amendment, with the exception of the Billboard Sign 
Replacement Program in which they recommended be brought back as a separate text amendment 



August 16, 2021 
 

for consideration after staff had further discussions with the billboard community.  The 
Community Appearance Board also reviewed the proposed amendment and would like to reduce 
the arm post sign from 24 sq. ft to 16 sq. ft.  
 
There was no further public input.  Motion:  Blain-Bellamy made a motion, seconded by 
Goldfinch, to close public input.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion: Goldfinch made a motion, to approve first reading as originally presented by staff.   
 
Timbes asked that the motion be amended for the amount of time that political signs may be put 
out from 30 days to 40 or 45 days.   
 
Motion:  Goldfinch amended his motion to approve first reading with the changing of political 
signs to 40 days as opposed to 30 days.   
 
Hucks asked if the motion included the billboard replacement program.  Goldfinch said yes.   
 
Hyman commented that the arm post did seem big at 24 sq. ft and could see changing it to 16 sq. 
ft.  Hucks said there had not been any previous issues.   
 
Jordan seconded the motion.  Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
White stated that this was a lot of information for businesses.  Hucks said that the revisions were 
needed to make things more clear and so businesses would have a better understanding of the 
City’s sign ordinance and requirements.  
 
CONSIDERATION: 
 

A. Consideration of Awards of 2021-22 Economic Development Grants.  Rogers 
informed Council that in 2020 the City introduced the Economic Development Grant 
program, which set aside $150,000 annually for which organizations could compete for 
funding.  The City began accepting applications for the current cycle in June and staff 
reviewed the applications and determined that some did not meet the qualifications of 
conducting economic development activities.  After careful consideration, staff 
recommends the funding proposal as follows:   
 
- Conway Chamber of Commerce – ConwaySCNOW    $96,164 
- Conway Downtown Alive – Gibbs Planning Group Retail Workshop  $7,050 
- Conway Downtown Alive – Live Event Geo-fencing     $6,036 
- Conway Downtown Alive – Waccamaw Sportsmen’s Expo   $21,300 
- Theater of the Republic – Performance of “Of Thee I Sing”   $19,450 

$150,000 
Goldfinch stated that he didn’t want to go backwards on what we had been giving the 
Conway Chamber of Commerce.   
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Timbes said that looking at the breakdown that a portion of these funds go towards 
salaries and grants should be given for growing a business therefore she has concerns 
with paying one’s salary.   
 
White asked about the 3 that were not funded.  Rogers said that Get out to Stay Out was 
an Employee/HR Development program; Lighthouse of Destiny was for a housing 
facility; and Samaritan House was a food pantry, none of which met the qualifications.  
 
White asked that we come up with other grants to help the community.  Emrick said that 
at the budget retreat that Council stated they did not want to be in the business of 
funding non-profits.  White recommended that we create something for these other 
groups in the community.   
 

Motion: Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Jordan, to adjust the number and give 
the Chamber the same as last year and then redistribute to Conway Downtown Alive and 
the Theatre of the Republic subtracting from them evenly.   
 
After more discussion regarding the distribution of funds, Blain-Bellamy suggested to put 
this matter on hold and come back to Goldfinch for his motion when he is ready. 
 

B. Discussion of Council Policy Related to Covid 19 Response  
Emrick told Council that this item was on the agenda at the Mayor’s request.  He then 
said that before he starts on this topic, he wanted to let everyone know why he was 
wearing a mask tonight.  He said that Thursday night and into Friday morning, he woke 
up with a sore throat.  By day break, his nose was running and he had a little shortness of 
breath.  He immediately got scheduled for a COVID test, which, thankfully, was 
negative.  All weekend, he had similar symptoms, no fever, nothing much worse than a 
summer cold.  He states this could have been COVID.  He was grateful for a negative 
test, but in any other year, he would have come to work on Friday and plowed through it, 
because that’s what he normally would do.  He said that we cannot forget to be vigilant 
and get tested before being a hero.  He said that he is wearing his mask, just in case, and 
more than that, he didn’t want to give his cold to anyone either.  His co-workers on the 
front row here tonight, can’t be 6’ from him, so they all wore masks.   
 
We’ve all seen the numbers lately.  The numbers for this weekend weren’t as bad as they 
have been, with Horry County seeing 225 new cases on Saturday, 214 on Sunday and 189 
on Monday, but consider we were in the single digits not long ago.  We are getting some 
info on hospital capacity now too.  As of today, 95.9% of hospital beds are occupied in 
Horry County.  168 of 723 in-patient beds are filled with COVID patient.  41 of 96 ICU 
beds are filled with COVID patients.  There are 43 patients on a ventilator, 19 are 
COVID patients.   
 
And as school starts tomorrow, we’ve seen what this had done to other parts of the south.   
-Pickens County went to full virtual at the end of last week, 9 days into the school year, 
with 142 kids testing positive in those 9 days.  4 staff members are hospitalized and 2 on 
ventilators. 
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-Gwinnett County, Georgia reported 500 active cases as of Friday. 
-Cobb County, Georgia, 800 cases 
-Cherokee County, Georgia, 500 cases 
 
We can pretty much expect a similar response here, especially given the recent spike in 
numbers that we’ve experienced. 
 
The agenda item tonight is for you to discuss and determine if any action is appropriate 
for this Council to consider.   
 
Here are some things that we have done in the past to address the pandemic and some 
things that have been considered.  If any of these are of desired, a motion of Council 
incorporating which items would be appropriate. 
 
1. Resuming virtual (Zoom) meetings for Council, Boards and Commissions 
2. Moving meetings back to the Sports and Fitness Center 
3. Limiting attendance of the public and staff 
4. Limiting entrance to public buildings 
5. Reducing capacity at indoor events including recreation 
6. Suspending indoor events, such as the staff Christmas Party, Breakfast with Santa, the 

Holiday Market 
7. Requiring masks of all visitors to public buildings 
8. Requiring masks of all staff members 
9. Requiring no more than one employee in a vehicle at one time and where impossible, 

all employees to be masked in vehicles 
10. A mask mandate 
11. A vote to encourage mask and vaccines 
 
Blain-Bellamy stated that this item originally came from White, so she doesn’t want to 
take credit for being the first person to properly mention that it’s time for us to be the 
leaders that we are and set some examples.  What comes to mind is that minimally we 
encourage people to get vaccinated.  Things appear to be worse and we should take heed 
and come up with a plan. 
 
Timbes concurred with everything that the Mayor has said.  She said that younger people 
are getting exposed, not just elderly that have compromised conditions.  She does think 
that she has rights over her own body, and also thinks she has a responsibility to the 
people that she is around if all people are vaccinated.  Maybe we could have a program 
where we support it by a lottery drawing.  Emrick said that it is something that Council 
could consider. 
 
White said he is glad that we brought this up again and he keeps seeing the numbers are 
going up.  As a DHEC official, we always watch the numbers.  He said we need to make 
sure that the community knows we are concerned and that everybody that can, we ask 
you to please get vaccinated.   
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Goldfinch said there is no downside to what he is proposing and he would support an 
education type of plan.  Unfortunately, he has a 2nd and 5th grader going to school and 
there is no way we can make them wear masks in school, he wishes they all had to, 
because they are unvaccinated.   
 
Blain-Bellamy said this a broad spectrum of opportunities and asked how do you propose 
that we come up with a plan.   
 
Emrick said it seems as though there is support to come up with a Resolution to 
encourage vaccines. 
 
Blain-Bellamy then asked if we wanted to include specifics such as limiting number of 
people or require those that do come in wear a mask.   
 
Goldfinch asked for the most recent guidelines for the CDC.  Emrick read, “To reduce 
the risk of getting infected with the Delta variant and spreading it to others, you should 
wear a mask indoors with the public in very substantial or high transmission,” 
 
Hyman stated that he visited Federal Court last week and while there, if you were not 
vaccinated you had to wear a mask and those that were vaccinated did not have to wear 
one.   
 
Timbes said that people who do not want to wear one will say that that have been 
vaccinated.   
 
Jordan asked about moving meetings back to the Rec Center.  Emrick said that we could 
do that but the only downside there is if the public does want to come they cannot 
observe and have to sit in the hallway until they are called in.  It is streamed online now 
on You Tube and on the access channel.   
 
Goldfinch said maybe he is being cautiously optimistic but some are saying that the Delta 
variant could be out of our area by end of August, first of September.   
 
White asked about having meetings at the Senior Center.  Emrick said we could look into 
it but not sure if we would be any better off as this setting in City Hall as we would still 
be in close proximity.   
 
Goldfinch asked that if we went into the direction of requiring masks in public meetings 
and all city properties, would you have to wear a mask at the Rec Center.  
 
Blain-Bellamy said she recommends inside public buildings.   
 
Emrick said he isn’t sure if you could play basketball with a mask on.   
 
White then asked about all sports stating that at other schools, the entire football teams 
have been disbanded because of Covid.   
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Goldfinch added that he thinks our hands are tied due to them not being required in 
schools.  
 
Motion: Blain-Bellamy made a motion, seconded by Timbes, to promote a campaign 
encouraging its residents and visitors to get vaccinated if 12 or older and all persons 
entering a building owned by the City of Conway be required to wear a mask. 
 
Blain-Bellamy said that she has gotten complaints from paying members at the Rec 
Center who say they are afraid to sit in the classroom where they are perspiring and are 
shoulder to shoulder, back to back exercising. 
 
Hyman said that he understands where she is coming from but he agrees with Goldfinch 
about playing ball.  He hopes that the schools will mask the kids up, as they are sitting in 
a room of 25.  
 
Blain-Bellamy said that we cannot control what happens in our schools but we can 
control what happens in our Rec Center.  
 
Hyman said he isn’t against it but if the schools aren’t doing it, how practical is it. 
 
Timbes said maybe we can encourage the schools to do it.   
 
Vote:  Voting for were Timbes, White, and Blain-Bellamy.  Voting against were Hyman, 
Goldfinch, and Jordan.  The motion failed due to a tie. 
 
The Council continued to discuss the mask mandate relating to the Recreation Center.   
 
Motion: Hyman made a motion, seconded by Blain-Bellamy, to promote a campaign 
encouraging its residents and visitors to get vaccinated if 12 or older and all persons 
entering a building owned by the City of Conway, with the exception of the Recreation 
Center, be required to wear a mask.  Vote:  Voting for were Hyman, Jordan, Blain-
Bellamy, and Goldfinch.  Voting against were Timbes and White.  The motion carried.   
 
Hyman said he would be inclined to make a motion to require social distancing when 
social distancing can be done.   
 
More discussion continued about social distancing with different sports, mainly 
basketball and classes with yoga. 
 
Emrick added that we did not require masks for people working out or playing sports at 
the peak in July of last year. 
 
Smith arrived at the meeting and informed Council that since the pandemic they have not 
backed down at the Recreation Center other than the bigger Zumba classes are in the 
gymnasium where there is a lot of space.  There was one complaint and we moved the 
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Yoga class upstairs and one lady was uncomfortable.  But, what we have done is if you 
feel uncomfortable, let our staff know.  All of the other classes are spread out.  We have 
been doing sports since the pandemic started.  We have only had one or two incidents 
where we had problems and we did like the school district does, we shut that team down.  
I am with you and encourage people to get the vaccine but wearing masks in the sports 
and fitness center, I think is counter-productive.  Our staff will continue to monitor 
without the masks and provide a safe environment for our citizens.   
 
White said that we should let Smith deal with the issues at the Recreation Center and if it 
becomes a problem we can bring it back. 
 
Smith stated that if he has issues or lots of problems he will voice that to Mr. Emrick. 
 

Blain-Bellamy said that we would now return to Item IX.A. Consideration of Awards of 2021-
22 Economic Development Grants.   
 
Goldfinch asked if there was any money in the Council Contingency Fund and how much.  Emrick 
said yes and approximately $7,000 in one fund and $7,000 in hospitality. 
 
Motion: Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to approve staff’s recommendation on 
the allocation of funds for the Theatre of the Republic and Conway Downtown Alive and to give 
the Conway Chamber of Commerce the same as last year with the difference being used from the 
Council Contingency Fund. Vote:  Voting for were Goldfinch, White, Blain-Bellamy, Jordan, 
and Hyman.  Voting against was Timbes.  The motion carried. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
 

• Laurel Street will be going through a little bit of a transformation soon. One of the goals 
outlined in our Master Plan from 2016 focused on our street trees. Many of you remember 
when we removed the Bradford Pear trees from Elm Street. This was one of those types of 
changes. Over the next few weeks, we hope to implement another. This is a quote from the 
Master Plan: 

Street Tree Planting and Streetscapes: Several downtown streets, including 
Main Street, 3rd Avenue and Laurel Street (south of 2nd Avenue) are well 
defined by canopy shade trees that provide comfort for pedestrians, frame 
storefronts and visually reduce the scale of the streets. Other streets, 
however, are characterized by small ornamental trees which do little to 
make an impact. 
 

We will remove and replant more appropriate trees for Laurel Street. Many of these trees have 
not grown in a decade and have failed to produce the canopy that makes the street healthy. We 
also will look at the placement of these trees to make sure they line up between buildings where 
they do not block the building canopies or signage. We will adjust the stormwater discharge 
from the Groucho's building, making it flow into the tree well before discharging into the street. 
We are going to try to add conduit to the tree wells, allowing us to light these trees without 
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running cords from tree to tree. And finally, we will celebrate Arbor Day on September 24th, 
with the final new tree planting on Laurel Street. 

• School starts tomorrow, as we discussed earlier. Please take caution in the morning and 
afternoon as a bunch of parents will be driving their kids to and from school who may not have 
done so for the last two years. There's also a report that we are short bus drivers so that may 
also have an impact on traffic. So for this first week of school, at least, let's all pack our patience 
and start the year off right. 

• Mary Catherine will participate in Retail Recruitment Training next week in Columbia, 
sponsored by MASC. 

• National Night Out is rescheduled for September 2nd at Smith Jones Park from 6pm-8pm. 
• Tonight we have Timmy Williams and Jeff Leveille here to give reports on their respective 

Departments.  
 
Department Updates: 
 
Timmy Williams – Grounds & Maintenance 
 
Williams informed Council that the Keep Conway Beautiful is a city-sponsored organization 
consisting of an all-volunteer board appointed by City Council.  Keep Conway Beautiful was 
certified as a Keep America Beautiful affiliate in October 2020. He then introduced Ben 
Burroughs, Chairman of the Committee. 
 
Burroughs stated that the primary purpose of the Committee is to encourage the community to 
volunteer their time in order to improve the physical and visual landscape, primarily through 
beautification, recycling, litter prevention, waste reduction and cleanup efforts throughout the 
City of Conway, South Carolina.  He then stated that the Committee has the following goals:  
1) Support of City Council; 2) Actually give people fines for littering; and 3) Create a program 
called Zero Tolerance for Conway.  
 
Burroughs introduced the Committee members present:  Janice DeAngelis, Chris Oglebay, Jill 
Miller, Timmy Williams and those absent were Steve and Kathy Mangum. 
 
Blain-Bellamy thanked them all for their efforts.   
 
Jeff Leveille – Technology Services 

- Leveille gave Council an update on the city’s current cyber security readiness. 
There have been several major news reports of breaches in the past few months 
including the Colonial pipeline and Kayasa software causing major problems. The 
gas shortages showed how much these attacks can disrupt services. We continue to 
be aggressive in our approach to keeping this from happening by allowing minimal 
connections to the City’s services.  Using a free service sponsored by the 
department of homeland security. We have all external addresses scanned on a 
weekly basis. We have 17 addresses serving various services shush as email, web, 
GIS, and city cameras. The packet you’re currently looking at is coming from one 
of these addresses.  
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- We receive a weekly report card that will report any security related issues or risky 
services that need to be addressed. This allows us to act quickly and resolve the 
issue before something can happen.   The slide on the screen represents our recent 
report from July 29th showing that we have zero risks currently. If a vulnerability is 
discovered the scan interval is increased based on severity to keep us informed as 
soon as its fixed.  Currently our biggest vulnerability is Phishing email. A recent 
report stated that 42% of all ransomware attacks are a direct result of a phishing 
email. Phishing spelt with a P is an email that appears to look legit asking for 
credentials or monetary information tricking people to give up the information.  A 
couple weeks back I tested this report with a simulated email. Of the ones that were 
read, 40% entered critical information that could have potentially been used against 
us. We will use training to more aware of the potential threat.  

 
- Implemented a new server to allow the building department to process and email 

their inspections in the field which greatly reduced foot traffic and phone calls to 
the building department. We have also started moving staff from a traditional 
desktop computer to a docked laptop to allow more mobility for them.  

 
- Fiber to new 2nd and Laurel building has been completed. 

 
- We built a new wireless network connecting all the concession stands and the new 

press box at the Sports and Fitness center allowing us to install cameras to monitor 
those areas at all times. 

 
Blain-Bellamy asked about the emails that were going around that seemed like they were from 
her.  Leveille stated that those were phishing emails and now all emails for the Mayor come 
through him for review.   
 
Blain-Bellamy said now there is a line in all emails that state this email is outside of the City.  
Leveille said the purpose is so you are aware and to be careful when clicking on a link or 
attachment if you do not know the person sending the email. 
 
Hyman commended the Building Departments software program as he has heard several 
contractors that really like the system and says it is better than some of the other jurisdictions.   

 
COUNCIL INPUT: 
 
Goldfinch said that the rubber duck was a great stress reliever.   He then stated that he took his 
boys in a Jon Boat from the Marina into Kingston Lake and through the swamp.  He gave credit 
to the groups that keep the rivers clean as he said there was no cans or trash and that it was an 
amazing cool experience to share with his boys.  Emrick said the Kayak groups and the River 
Keeper Group do lots of cleaning along the river.  Goldfinch said with school back in and since 
we have CCU and HGTC flags that we should also get Conway High School and support them.  
Emrick, said that we needed some so that we can.   
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White said that he gave the rubber ducks for the main purpose of Mental Health Awareness.  He 
said that the calls he is receiving regarding the sidewalks and lights, he has told to call City Hall.  
He asked that the City include Tomere & Co, formerly Jazz Etc., in some of the events that the 
City has.  He said that he was involved with the Superstars program this past weekend and it was 
well attended.  He said there was a tie for first place, so they both won. 
 
Timbes gave a compliment to Timmy and Wanda for the gorgeous planters Downtown and said 
that Conway looks great.  She then commended June for the new look on the access channel. 
 
Jordan said not to beat a dead horse with this back to school issue but he thinks we are all 
concerned as parents and as a father of two, and with Covid at a peak, and him working in 
healthcare; this is scary times and we should all keep our guard up.  He said that his age group is 
being affected at a higher level than was anticipated.  Thoughts and prayers to all kids and teachers 
as they head to school tomorrow.   
 
Hyman said that everything he wanted to say had been articulated. 
 
Blain-Bellamy said that she feels that all department heads should start back attending the 
meetings because just like tonight we don’t ever know when we may need them.  She asked staff 
to get together the date and agenda for the Whittemore Elementary community meeting.  She also 
attended the Superstars event and was the host.  She said that Conway has talent and this was a 
great venue to showcase that.  Two women are now superstars.  She said it was a great event.  She 
then reminded all of the League of Cities meeting on August 26 at 5th and Main.  She thanked 
everyone for attending.     
 
WORKSHOP 
 
Discussion of Tree Preservation Ordinance.  Hyman told Council that the Tree Preservation 
Ordinance has been discussed by City Council in several meeting and workshops in the last 6 
months.  Council has expressed concerns regarding high cost of mitigation fees, number of 
protected species, and penalties for developers annexing into the City after clear-cutting.  During 
the last workshop, Council asked staff to come back to a workshop with specific questions and 
ordinance language for discussion.   
 
She thanked Hardin and Lilly for putting together todays survey.  The first chart gave a list of trees 
required to mitigate.    The second chart included mitigation fees and other options.  The third chart 
had other options as well.  The last chart included a list of protected trees and was asked if you 
wanted to add or remove from the list.  Council members placed green stickers by the sections that 
they wanted to keep and a red sticker if they wanted to remove it from the ordinance.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Motion: Hyman made a motion, seconded by Goldfinch, to enter into 
Executive Session for a discussion relative to the potential location of business in the Whittemore 
Park Area [pursuant to SC Code §30-4-70(A)(5)], and a discussion of recent or pending litigation 
[pursuant to SC Code §30-4-70(A)(2)]..  Vote: Unanimous. Motion carried. 

  




